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From top to bottom: New members of women’s social club Pi Theta Phi during the All Club devotional on Tuesday, Oct. 31 in the Rhodes-Reaves Field
House. New members of men’s social club TNT watch a flag football game against Sub T-16 at the intramural fields on Oct. 30. Women’s social club Phi
Kappa Delta perform a cheer during All Club on Oct. 30. Men’s social club Chi Sigma Alpha cheers during All Club on Oct. 30.

Sister school visits for club week, compares process

Learning how other Christian schools conduct social club inductions
SAVANNA DISTEFANO
editor-in-chief
Abilene Christian University (ACU) representatives
visited campus on Oct. 29 and 30 to learn about the
Harding social club process. Chris Herrington, ACU
student organizations coordinator, and MC Jennings,
a sponsor for Abilene women’s social club Ko Jo Kai,
shadowed the deans and observed the new member
induction process.
“(We visited for) the new member orientation process
that we are transitioning to,” Herrington said. “We were
kind of looking at our sister schools for what they do,
what their processes are, meeting some students, sponsors
and, of course, administration.”
ACU currently has 14 social clubs, ranging from
approximately 20 members to 150. Their new member
process, called rush, lasts three weeks with new members
being inducted at the end.
Herrington and Jennings visited to gain new ideas
to reform the ACU social club induction process to

Art Fridays,
4B

revolve more about the induction of the new members.
Harding currently has 29 social clubs, raging from
approximately 15 members to more than 100. Current
social clubs date as far back as 1926, the formation of
women’s social club Ju Go Ju.
Other Christian schools like Ouachita Baptist University (OBU) and Ohio Valley University (OVU) also
run social clubs differently than Harding.
OBU has social club induction in the spring semester.
Senior Cassidy Colbert, member of women’s social club
Ju Go Ju, transferred from OBU in 2015, where she was
a member of another social club.
“My (OBU) club’s pledge week was considered ‘tough’
but really it was just embarrassing and silly,” Colbert said.
“We all had pledge names that now the things we did
were so, so funny.”
Colbert said the whole social club process was two
weeks, with one week including receptions and the second
being induction week. She said she preferred the OBU
process because it was quicker and smoother, though
hazing rules were not as strict as they are at Harding.

“Having (inductions) in the spring allowed me to
really know what I wanted because I knew who the girls
really were before the recruiting process,” Colbert said.
Senior Jay Massey transferred from OVU in 2015 and
is a current member of men’s social club Gamma Sigma
Phi. At OVU, he joined men’s social club Delta.
Massey said the clubs were co-ed and were able to
enforce club week rules during the day.
“We never had events with other clubs, we just spent
all our time with just our club,” Massey said. “For functions we never brought people from other clubs since
it was co-ed.”
Niether OVU nor ACU hosted an all club devotional
during induction week. Herrington said Harding’s All Club
devotional was one event that was the most memorable to
him in terms of the social club process.
“All club was a really cool atmosphere,” Herrington said.
“It was a really cool atmosphere to be in, super loud, but
it was really unifying to see all these different clubs with
different personalities come together, be in the same gym
doing the same thing, so those are really cool experiences.”
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ASI brings Holocaust survivor to Harding Campus

Eva Kor to talk on forgiving ‘Angel of Death’ Dr. Mengele after twin experiments
SASHA REGIDA
student writer
Eva Mozes Kor, 83-year-old Holocaust
survivor, will speak on Tuesday, Nov.
7, as a part of the American Studies
Institute (ASI) Distinguished Lecture
Series, in conjunction with this year’s
Harding Read, “The Hiding Place” by
Corrie Ten Boom.
Senior Hannah Hitchcox, vice
president of activities ASI, said they
are excited to host someone on campus
who has witnessed such a historic event.
“Like Corrie Ten Boom, Eva speaks
about forgiveness and the freedom
it provides,” Hitchcox said “We are
anticipating a large turnout and hope
that many will be able to take away
valuable lessons from her story.”
According to Candles Holocaust
Musuem and Education Center, Kor
and her twin sister Miriam Mozes
Zeiger were born in a small village in
Romania in 1934. The twins, along with
their two sisters Edit and Aliz Mozes,
attended a one-room schoolhouse and
lived on their family farm until the Nazi
takeover of Germany. In 1940, when
Kor was six, a Hungarian Nazi armed

guard occupied their village, and four
years later, the family was transported
first to the regional ghetto and then
to Auschwitz-Birkenau death camp.
During the Holocaust, Kor and Zeiger
underwent human experimentation at
Auschwitz under German Schutzstaffel
officer and physician, Dr. Josef Mengele.
Mengele used prisoners at Auschwitz
to conduct research on heredity, with
little regard to health and safety of the
subjects of his experiments. Mengele,
also known as the Angel of Death, held
a particular interest in identical twins.
Both of Kor’s parents and two older
sisters were killed at the Auschwitz,
while she and Zeiger survived.
“ W hen the Harding Read was
announced last spring … we wanted
to have a speaker that would have a
connection to the Hiding Place in some
way,” said Kim Kirkman, director of
American Studies Institute.
After liberation from Auschwitz,
Kor and Zeiger spent nine months
traveling from refugee camp to refugee
camp until a friend of their mother at
Auschwitz, Rosalita Csengeri returned
them to their village in Romania. In
1950, they emigrated to Israel, where

Kor lived until 1960 when she married
and moved to the U.S. Miriam lived
in Israel until her death in 1993.
“The Holocaust is one of the most
well-documented historical events, but
with each new generation events run
the risk of fading further and further
from memory,” said David Adams,
European history professor. “We have
already lost most of our eyewitnesses
to the Holocaust, so we are blessed
to have a chance to hear this story
from a primary source. As effective as
I can convey this event as a historian,
nothing compares to the testimony of
someone who was there.”
Kor now travels the world giving lectures and guided tours as a
forgiveness advocate. Her lectures
recount her decision to forgive the
Nazis and no longer give them power
over her life.
The ASI lecture will be at 7:30
p.m. on Tuesday, Nov. 7, in the Benson
Auditorium. The event is free and
open to the public and will also be
streamed live at streaming.harding.
edu. For more information, contact
the American Studies Institute at
501-279-4497.

Photo courtesy ofAmerican Studies Institute

Holocaust survivor Eva Kor was chosen by the
infamous Dr. Mengele to participate in the Twins
experiments during the Holocaust. She was featured
in the film ‘Forgiving Dr. Mengele’ years later.

Community hosts suicide awareness fundraiser

Family of Searcy High School student Jesse James remembers, celebrates life
LEXI HOAGLAND
student writer

Photo courtesy of the James family

Searcy High School student Jesse James died by suicide
on Sept. 29. The James famiy will host a suicide and
bullying awareness fundraiser tomorrow at the White
County Fair Grounds.

The Searcy community is invited
to a suicide awareness and bullying
fundraiser tomorrow from noon
to 10 p.m. at the White County
Fair Grounds. The event will be
in remembrance and celebration
of the life of Jesse James, a Searcy
High School freshman who recently
died by suicide. The event will feature a silent auction, T-shirts, face
painting, and performances from
multiple musicians and bands. Bikers
Against Child Abuse (BACA), an
organization that aims to create
a safer environment for abused
children, will be in attendance
to raise awareness about bullying
prevention.
Alumni Jennifer and Jeremy
James, parents to Jesse James, said
they found their son had gone
missing during the night of Sept. 28.
After an extended search, Jennifer
James discovered a letter in her
son’s backpack indicating he had
been bullied at school. Jesse James

died on the afternoon of Sept. 29.
“My advice to other parents is
to talk about bullying and suicide,”
Jennifer James said. “Suicide was a
subject I never thought we would
have to talk about. Like others say,
‘Suicide is a permanent solution to
a temporary problem,’ and children
need to know that it should not be
an option.”
Jesse James was a trumpet player
for the Searcy High School band,
and was described by his parents as
a shy kid who loved video games
and writing and who excelled academically.
In order to raise suicide awareness
and prevent bullying, musicians
Walter Franklin and Joey Musick,
reached out to the James family
after hearing their story the day
after their son’s death, and offered
to raise money for the family. Jeremy James then decided to create
a memorial fund called the Jesse
James Scholarship Foundation.
The scholarship will help send a
Searcy High School band member
to college each year in honor of
Jesse’s love for the band.

“The Arkansas Department of
Health will be at the event from
3 p.m. until 10 p.m. to give out
brochures and information on
suicide prevention. There have
been different organizations that
have given us pamphlets on bullying,” said Jessica Collins, sister
of Jeremy James.
Jeremy James expressed his gratitude to the Searcy community for
rallying around his family during
this time.
“The community has been amazing,
people have come from everywhere.
We are overwhelmed by how many
people have been affected and
touched,” Jeremy James said.
The family is hopeful for the
community to come together and
raise awareness for the deeper issues
in the lives of adolescents. The
family hopes to bring preventative
ideas to Searcy High School.
“We are hoping the school will
be open to ideas on how to prevent
this,” Jennifer James said. “Even if
students don’t speak out, we hope
to give them the knowledge that
can help them.”

Harding launches degree evaluation service uAchieve
MALEAH BROWN
student writer
Harding changed the degree audit system on Pipeline to
a new software called uAchieve, which is more user-friendly
and understandable and will help students and advisors
create a clear path for graduation.
When Harding’s software for online degree audits was
discontinued, the university explored a few companies
before deciding uAchieve was the most user-friendly and
easy to navigate.
Jacob Brownfield, director of academic affairs, believes he
chose the simplest program for both faculty and students learn.
“The whole purpose of this is to help academic advice,”
Brownfield said. “If you just give someone a transcript, you
have to go through and mark stuff off, and it’s kind of a pain.
It’s really nice having software that just pulls everything up
and tells you right there what a student has already taken,
what are they in and what they need.”

Associate registrar William Perkins spent last summer
entering each year’s catalogs for every major and minor,
dating back to the 2013-14 catalog.
“Our hope is that completion rates will go up because
you’ll be planning directly from the audit,” Perkins said.
“The audit will tell you everything that you need in order to
graduate. If you have everything planned on the audit, then
you ought to be able to graduate on time as well.”
Junior Lynsey Rardin stumbled upon the system while
on Pipeline and found it to be practical and easy to use.
“I went on to do my degree evaluation and look at classes
for next semester, and I saw it pop up ... so I clicked on it and
had to request the audit, but it was really simple to send in,”
Rardin said. “I’m a very visually-oriented person, so looking
at the graphs and the color coordination, and being able to
see my GPA levels is really neat.”
There are multiple phases in this transition to uAchieve.
By next year, Brownfield said they are planning to expand
the system for incoming students to be able to create fouryear or five-year degree plans online instead of on paper.

The second phase is developing the capability to drag
and drop courses into the audit and categorize them by
semester, like the current paper degree evaluations. The
third goal is to be able to register for classes through those
planned semesters on uAchieve; however, the timeline for
these additions is tentative.
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Local | Winter Utilities Rates Rise

U.S. News reported on Nov. 1 that gas utility rates in Arkansas will rise over
the winter. Utility officials attribute the rise in prices to the increase in costs
to acquire natural gas. Cost increases between 2 and 9 percent compared
to last November are expected, and will be in effect until March 31.

National | New York Terrorist Attack

Late Tuesday afternoon, a driver in Manhattan plowed a pickup truck into
a crowd of pedestrians and crashed into a school bus, killing eight and
injuring 11. According to the New York Times, the event was deemed the
deadliest terrorist attack in New York since 9/11.

International | North Korea Tensions Escalate

Tensions between the U.S. and North Korea continue to escalate after the U.S.
sent three aircraft carriers to Asian waters, preceding President Trump’s trip
to the area, according to CNN. The newest cause of concern is North Korea’s
developing ICBM arsenal.
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julia reinboldt

asst.
web editor

I

t’s no secret that the past two weeks have
been dedicated to social club activities. For
those who joined a club, I congratulate you
on making it through the process. However,
for those who did not participate in the
club process, keep reading — this is for you.
From looking into clubs freshman year to being
rejected both sophomore and junior years, I
am no stranger to the club process.
A phrase I often heard was, “This is God’s
plan for you. It’s OK that you didn’t make it,
he just has bigger plans for you.” This phrase
haunted me. It made me confused and angry.
Why would God want me to feel unwanted
and unloved by my peers?
I spent a majority of my time freshman
and sophomore years feeling lonely, angry and
depressed. The thought of transferring crossed
my mind more often than not that second
year, especially during club function season.
I began to resent my friends, my peers and

You are more

social clubs all together. If this was God’s plan
for me, why was I angry with my friends?
Why was I feeling overwhelming depression?
When my best friend went to Harding
University in Latin America (HULA) in the
spring of our sophomore year, the darkness I
was feeling grew. The person who was in the
clubless boat with me was no longer living
across the hall; I felt more lost than ever. All of
my friends in clubs had their sisters to turn to,
but I felt like I did not have that same support.
As a result, I surrounded myself with mediocre friends and people who made it easier
to make bad decisions. Again, that phrase,
“This is God’s plan for you,” was in the back
of my mind.
Toward the end of April that semester,
I received a phone call from Preston Road
Church of Christ in Dallas, Texas, telling
me that I received the youth intern position.
I remember for the first time that year I felt
hopeful. Was I finally seeing what God’s plan
was for me?
During the summer of 2016, my youth
group taught me the importance of self-love.
They taught me my worth does not lie in the
hands of others. By the end of my internship,
I felt prepared to tackle any obstacles junior
year had in store for me.
Alas, I was not prepared at all.
Many unexpected events happened during

jaisa hogue

junior year, but I’ll spare you the time. Even
with those events, I was still able to see the
blessings within my life. The pieces of God’s
plan were finally coming together.
I found a home within Student Publications,
became more involved with my department,
was able to meet new people and make several
new, healthy friendships. Even though it was
halfway through junior year, I was finally
beginning to feel loved and wanted again.
Now that I’m almost halfway done with
senior year, when I look back to freshman and
sophomore years, I see that I was loved and
wanted then, too. But since I felt so much
resentment and anger toward my peers, I was
not able to recognize it.
I am here to tell you that whether or not
you’re in a club, you still have so much worth.
No matter what you’re feeling during this
time, know that you are loved and wanted.
I know this is hard to see at first, especially
during times of loneliness, but your worth is
not defined by a jersey you wear on Friday.
Your worth comes from God, the one who
made you in his image.
If you ever feel these feelings, know that
you are not and never have been alone.

braver than
you believe

L

JULIA REINBOLDT is the asst. web
editor for The Bison. She may be
contacted at jreinboldt@harding.edu.

IN CASE YOU MISSED IT... CLUB WEEK EDITION
Jasmine Griffin @HayyJazz • 31 Oct 2017
Nothing makes you feel older than thinking about the fact there are now Beaux
and queens who have never seen anyone run across the GAC floor

Sean Lewis @seanlewis4prez · Oct 31 2017
Top things of All Club include Kingsmen roasting themselves, DGR Beige Wall,
PKD ice cold cheer, and of course ATE row, row, rowing the boat

Celeste @CelesteElaineP · Oct 25 2017
I’m so tired I just set my calculator as an alarm

Letter to the Editor: Regarding Las Vegas
sam jeffrey

guest
writer

I

haven’t stopped thinking about Las Vegas,
either.That’s what has me so concerned about
the article published in last week’s edition of
The Bison titled “We must do better.”
I’m saddened by our society’s consistent
desire to talk about every aspect of Las Vegas
except that which might bring change and
accountability. Our society encourages and
validates the desire to emote about a problem
without any regard to fixing it. I am tired of
moral outrage that reaches its crescendo in a
speech or a written article. Making conveniently
vague statements like “We must do better”
without giving the slightest hint of what it
is that should be done better is meaningless.
The article mentioned a myriad of shootings,
but made no recommendations to prevent
them. Sadly, the only mention of policy was
a backhanded reference to a bill regarding
silencers which were used in none of the
shootings listed. What purpose, other than as
a convenient straw man, could that reference
serve? It is wasted breath. Breath that could
be spent talking about something relevant.
Hand-wringing and discussion of how hard
it is to talk about tragedy mocks those that
actually had to live through it. How soft have
we become as a people that mere talk about
the realities of living in a fallen world causes

staff

“damage” to the soul?
Further, the author’s use of a tired joke
to imply that these shooting incidents only
take place in the U.S. is a shockingly American-centric world view that would be offensive
anywhere else. I doubt that the families of the
166 killed in the 2008 Mumbai attacks would
agree, nor would the families of the 89 people
killed at a Paris nightclub, nor the people of
Mexico who are experiencing the worst year
for gun homicide on record with an average of
68 murders per day. There is neither time nor
print space to list the tragedies experienced
by people around the globe.
The article also arbitrarily elevates the
importance of gun deaths. Is death by gun
somehow more tragic than those caused by a
terrorist driving a truck through a crowd? The
families of the 86 people killed in France, the
16 people killed in Spain or the eight people
killed in New York City on Tuesday certainly
don’t think so.
You can only make the arguments made in
the “We must do better” article if you ignore
facts. This is why there was only a parenthetical reference to Australian gun control.
Any detailed analysis would have ruined the
emotional crescendo the author was pursuing.
Australia had about 3 million guns at the
time of the confiscation. By comparison, the
U.S. has upwards of 325 million guns and 3
million Americans carry a loaded, concealed
firearm every day. If the U.S. implemented
the Australian plan and achieved the same
participation rates, we would still have upwards of 200 million privately-owned guns
which would, by definition, be in the hands of
lawbreakers. The Australia plan also does not
touch the handguns used in approximately 80

percent of U.S. gun crimes and does not fly
in the face of the Second Amendment which
the Supreme Court has recently confirmed
protects the individual’s right to own firearms.
The reality is that our country has a profound mental health problem. The number
of people on antidepressants and anti-anxiety
medications has soared in the last decade. Of
the shootings listed in the article, mental health
issues played a prominent role in almost all of
them. Until we can get a handle on the depth
and breadth of this mental health crisis, we
will continue to see tragedies abound.
Additionally, we are experiencing the
results of abandoning God and the inherent
value of life that belief in him brings. This
abandonment brings a discussion regarding
the value of life. These discussions include
advocates for medically-assisted suicide and
partial birth abortions. Regardless of their
conclusions, the discussions themselves allow
people to place a value on life as they see it.
Inevitably, some will see life as cheap and
easy to take. Christians must be vocal and
persistent in leading our nation back to the
cross, where every life has value. We will find
salvation nowhere else.
At the end of the day, we all want safety
for our families and fellow citizens. That will
only be achieved when the facts are faced and
the church moves to the front lines to protect
others the way the heroes of Las Vegas did.
“We must do better” can be found in the Oct.
27 issue of The Bison or at thelink.harding.edu.
SAM JEFFREY is a guest writer for The
Bison. He may be contacted at sjeffery@
harding.edu.

We are one

ast week I wrote about the importance
of challenging your beliefs in order to
grow stronger in the faith. To participate in
that process, one has to be open and willing
to listen and learn from others with different
beliefs or ways of thinking. I think it is also
important to remember that even though we
as Christians might disagree on certain aspects
of our faith, we are still united by Christ.
For the majority of my life, I have attended
a Methodist church. Our tagline is “Open
hearts, open minds, open doors.” We’re very
“come as you are.” On the first Sunday of
every month, the pastor invites everyone
in the congregation to join in communion,
emphasizing that our table is open to anyone
who has the desire to participate — member
or not — no matter their denomination.
For the record, I am speaking only of
the four or five Methodist churches I have
attended and can not guarantee this is true
of every Methodist church.
I felt at home and comfortable in my
church, and I became very familiar with the
way things are done there. I looked forward to
the congregation reciting the Apostle’s Creed
and joining in an affirmation of faith every
Sunday. I liked that my associate pastor was a
woman. I was used to instruments in worship,
and I loved looking around and seeing people
dance or clap as we all sang, often loudly and
a little off-key.
In other words, my home church felt very
different to me than most of the churches I have
visited since coming to Searcy, and sometimes
those differences cause a little discomfort. But
in Bible classes, I have actually found very few
things that my home church and the Church
of Christ disagree on. Ultimately, we pray to
the same God and believe in the same Jesus
as our savior. We read the same book, and we
interpret a lot of it in the same or similar ways.
Although there are differences in the way
we worship or the small details of our faith,
we agree on the core of Christianity. We are
all built on the same foundation, and that’s
God. That shared belief in the core Gospels and
love of God is what brings all of us together.
There is a line in the Apostle’s Creed that
says, “I believe in the holy catholic Church.”
Notice that “c” in catholic is not capitalized.
It’s not a spelling mistake because it is not
referring to the Catholic Church. This line
refers to the belief that all Christians are
part of one universal Church, regardless of
denominational divisions.
I believe that Jesus paid too high a price for
us to exclude people from our churches. I also
think it is extremely important to remember
that it’s not our job to judge. We can not
deem anyone good, bad, right or wrong. It is
not our place to say someone isn’t worth it or
doesn’t deserve something. As Christians, it is
not our responsibility to decide who is saved
and who is not. Our job is simply to plant
seeds, not to shove them into the soil or get
angry when they don’t grow like we think they
should. We are called to help those who are
hurting, even if we disagree with their beliefs
or lifestyles. Our job is to lift the fallen and
rebuild the broken.
Despite denominations trying to separate
us, we are all children of God who, together,
make up the body of Christ. We are all one
in his eyes, and we are all given the same
command: to love God and to share God’s
love with his people.

JAISA HOGUE is the opinions editor for
The Bison. She may be contacted at
jhogue@harding.edu.
Twitter: JaisaDanielle
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keep it savvy

Focus on your
breathing

Y

oga is an odd experience.
I recently participated in my first professionally-led yoga session. The instructor
asked the group to sit up unnaturally straight
and spread our toes, to stand on one leg
and shake out our hands. I’ve never tried
so hard to “relax.” From failing a warrior
pose to the instructor repeatedly fixing my
posture, I soon learned that this exercise
was not meant for me.
During the end of the session, the teacher
instructed us to lie on our backs, close our
eyes and focus only on our breathing.
I failed.
I promise I tried, but it felt nearly impossible to focus on such a petty matter.
How can I act like a vegetable, lying
on the ground with closed eyes while the
rest of the world is alive and active? How
is focusing on my breathing or forcing my
tongue not to touch the roof of my mouth
helpful to anyone around me?
In the dark room with Native American
flute music playing softly in the background,
I relaxed just enough to run through my list
of things I had to do. I thought about the
next event I had planned, the homework I
had due that night, and I wrote the outline
of this column.
Remaining peaceful and thoughtless is
the most simple yet most challenging task
I face. I bet many students can relate, too.
We live in a task-oriented, time-oriented
culture. We have a never-ending to-do list
that we never seem to catch up on. We have
deadlines to meet and work to attend to.
Students are stressed — unhealthily
so. Approximately 85 percent of college
students reported feeling overwhelmed
by everything they had to do during one
consecutive school year, according to the
Anxiety and Depression Association of
America (ADAA), and anxiety disorders
are one of the most common mental health
problems on college campuses.
We are expected to squeeze all our classes
into four years, and to learn everything we
need to know in order to start our careers.
According to every syllabus I have had,
students are expected to spend 2 hours of
study, review and reading for each credit
hour a class is worth. A student taking a
relatively normal class load of 15 hours will
be expected to spend 30 hours on school
work after classes each week.
On top of the 30 hours spent studying
and the 15 hours spent in classes, students
are encouraged to spend 8 hours a night
sleeping, at least 3 hours at church or devo
and at least 1-3 hours a week participating
in club activities. Many students spend up
to 20 hours a week working, and ideally 21
hours on meal breaks. That leaves approximately 41 hours out of an 168-hour week
to enjoy the life we live.
The majority of our time is dedicated
to work, school and surviving. No wonder
we feel stressed. Our well-being is often
overlooked. We skip meals to finish a paper
or pull an all-nighter to finish a project.
And, if you’re like me, “free time” isn’t much
of an option.
American philosopher and scientist William James once said, “The greatest weapon
against stress is our ability to choose one
thought over another.” I guess this is what
yoga aims to do: teach you to control your
thoughts. Maybe that is the secret to our
success, choosing to take care of ourselves
before our class or workload.
Now that club week is winding down
and the semester is nearing its end, maybe
try to focus on your breathing. You just
might feel a little bit lighter.

SAVANNA DISTEFANO is the editor-in-chief
for The Bison. She may be contacted at
sdistefano@harding.edu.
Twitter: vanna_distefano
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Friendship bracelets for God
raianne mason

features
editor

R

ight before coming back to school, I saw
one of my campers for the first time since
leaving camp two months before. He ran up
to me and proudly proclaimed that he was
still wearing the friendship bracelet I’d made
him. I smiled and showed him that his was
still firmly fastened to my wrist as well.
I sit here and admire the slew of bracelets
on my arm and picture a face and a friendship
that accompanies each. At camp, I made a deal
with my fifth- and sixth-graders. If they made
me a bracelet, I would make them one as well.
It’s a system I’ve grown to love even though
it results in some very interesting bracelets.
During free time, I would sit down at a
table and pull out my box of string. My duty as
the string-bringer involves teaching everyone
how to make the various bracelets, untangling
the knotted strings, correcting mistakes and
basically being at the beck and call of however

many children decided they wanted to make
bracelets that day.
While making their bracelets, many kids
got discouraged because they made mistakes,
the worst of which were brought to me with
hopeful eyes and tight knots. However, I made
sure to assure them that mistakes are okay. I
told them their mistakes give their bracelets
character.
However, I did have one little girl come
and tell me, “I’m gonna make you a bracelet so
you have to make me a bracelet. Except mine’s
not gonna look good, but the one you make
me is gonna look really good.”
True to her word, she made me a bracelet like none I’ve ever had before. It was six
different colored strings all braided together
and about two sizes too large. I smile now as
I look down at my bracelet-turned-anklet and
think how similar my friendship bracelet for
God must look.
I imagine God has a similar philosophy as
I do when it comes to bracelet-making: you
make one for me, and I’ll make one for you. It
doesn’t matter what the bracelet looks like. I’m
sure he quietly shakes his head when we bring
our convoluted mess of life to him to untangle.
He smiles proudly as he sees us get the pattern
down and he sighs when we approach him

with hopeful eyes and tight knots.
Like my little camper who knew a good
deal when she heard one, God takes our
mistake-ridden, odd-looking bracelets and
trades them for eternal life-giving ones. As
we go around and excitedly show everyone
we know the masterpiece God has crafted for
us, he proudly wears our strings, whether they
have to be wrapped twice around his ankle or
tied around his finger.
I know he inspects each one for mistakes, but
not so he can disapprove of their imperfection,
but so he can marvel at their individuality. I
know that as he admires each and every bracelet
made for him. He pictures our faces and the
memories he has with us.
So if you are sitting there hiding your bracelet
from God because you don’t think it’s worthy
of the creator, know that there couldn’t be a
more perfect gift. He will love and cherish it
not because of the way it looks, but because
one of his favorite children made it. Know
that he desires your friendship no matter the
colors, mistakes or tangles.
RAIANNE MASON is the features editor
for The Bison. She may be contacted
at rmason4@harding.edu.

What’s Your Opinion?
Want to write an opinion for The Bison? Contact Jaisa Hogue at
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Harry hits the road

read in last Sunday’s paper that former
President Barack Obama has been called
for jury duty in his home town of Chicago.
Imagine that. Twelve men and women in
the jury box, and one of them used to live
in the White House. There is something
remarkable about a system of government
where a person can be a leader on the world
stage in January, and by November that same
man can be working for $25 a day hearing
arguments in traffic court.
It reminded me of President George
W. Bush’s comment about his transition
from the Oval Office back to ordinary life
in Crawford, Texas. “Laura sent me into
the kitchen to unload the dishwasher,” he
quipped, “telling me it was part of my new
domestic agenda.” Such humility is not
new, of course. For 35 years, since leaving
office in 1981, President Jimmy Carter has
taught Sunday school at his Baptist Church
in Plains, Georgia, for several weeks out of
the year. He’s still doing it at age 93.
When Michael Duffy came to Harding
for the ASI program in 2016, he shared
stories from “The President’s Club,” a book
he co-authored with Nancy Gibbs. It details
the rivalries and relationships among all the
ex-Chief Executives since Herbert Hoover.
I read it, spellbound by the unlikely pairings.
Dwight D. Eisenhower giving advice to
John F. Kennedy during the Bay of Pigs. Bill
Clinton calling Richard Nixon for insights
into foreign affairs, and also getting schooled
in how to do a proper military salute from
an ailing Ronald Reagan.
But my all-time favorite story about an
unemployed commander in chief involves
Harry Truman. He’s the man jolted into the
presidency in 1945 when FDR died of a brain
hemorrhage. He’s the man who made the

michael
claxton

agonizing decision to use nuclear weapons
to end the war with Japan. He’s the man
elected to his own term three years later, the
same day the Chicago Daily Tribune ran a
headline announcing his defeat by Thomas
Dewey. And he’s the one who famously said,
“The buck stops here.”
In 1953, several months after passing
the buck to General Eisenhower, Harry
Truman and his wife Bess piled into their
Chrysler and headed out on a 19-day road
trip across the country. They did not use a
chauffeur — the former president did the
driving himself. No press photographers
accompanied them. Bess brought her
own camera, since they were planning to
visit friends. They did not have speaking
engagements or book-signings or security
details or armored escort vehicles. They may
or may not have locked the car each night.
In fact, as Michael Algeo reports in his
book “Truman’s Excellent Adventure,” the
former first couple traveled on the cheap:
stopping at diners and ordering fruit plates,
staying in roadside motels and even spending
the night with friends. Yes, the leader of the
free world was couch surfing. No such thing
as presidential pensions back then.
They drove from Missouri to New York
City, where they splurged a little. Harry and
Bess took in two Broadway shows and went
to a few fancy restaurants. “At the 21 Club,”
Algeo notes, “the Maitre-D was careful to

seat them far away from Governor Dewey.”
In Pennsylvania, President Truman
was even pulled over by a state patrolman.
He had been driving too slowly down the
Turnpike and blocking traffic, with a long
line of cars honking behind him. To this day,
Presidential motorcades still cause gridlock,
but not because POTUS is too soft on the
gas. Wouldn’t it have been something if
Truman had ended up in traffic court, with
another ex-president on the jury?
I’ll admit that I love the era that made
this adventure possible. At the same time,
I realize that nostalgia for the 1950s is
problematic. America back then was safer
and more innocent in some ways, but it
was also in the throes of a centuries-old
racism that was barely beginning to crack.
Opportunities for women in those days were
extremely limited.The perfect suburban family
depicted in the classic sitcom “Leave it to
Beaver” was — to some extent — a fantasy.
All of those things are true.
But you might understand your grandparents a little bit more if you realize that they
remember a world when the most famous
retiree in America could mosey around the
nation’s highways in a Chrysler packed with
11 suitcases and his childhood sweetheart,
stopping for iced tea at cheap diners, economizing on chicken dinners that cost 70 cents
each and checking into motel rooms that
had curtains, but no bullet-proof windows.
And isn’t it marvelous that we live in a
world where a person can serve the country
in the White House and then turn around
and serve the neighborhood in the jury box?
MICHAEL CLAXTON is a guest
writer for The Bison. He can be
contacted at mclaxto1@harding.edu.
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The
Grand
Slam

A chance
to take it

The football team did not have
much hope for the year starting out
0-3. Anyone who knows football
knows that every game is crucial,
and that even if you lose one game,
your chances of winning conference
drop significantly.
This year has been a little wild
for the Great American Conference
(GAC). Upsets and injuries have
affected each team in some form
or fashion and Harding football
has not been immune to either of
those factors this season.
That is the beauty of sports: anything
is possible. Harding looked down
and out, but since it is November,
they are in contention for splitting
a regular season conference title.
Harding football had never lost
to Southern Nazarene University
until this year. Since 2012, Harding
has beaten SNU with a surplus of at
least 30 points, with two separate
shut outs in 2014 and 2015.
Losing to SNU with a minute
left on the clock was depleting. Not
only was it a loss, but a one-point
loss when Harding was the favorite
to win. That was back in September.
Since then, the Bisons have been on
6-0 win streak.
November is here, and we are
now 6-3 and tied for third place with
only Arkansas Tech and Ouachita
Baptist Universities ahead of us
at 7-2.
Because we beat Ouachita, this
means we still have a shot at a combined conference title. If Harding
wins and beats Tech their last game,
they will move to 8-3 and Tech will
fall to either 8-3 or 7-4.
Ouachita has only lost to Southeastern Oklahoma State University
(SEOSU) (35-41) and Harding (2831). Harding beat SEOSU (42-3).
What essentially hurt Harding
the most was their first loss against
Henderson State University (HSU).
is now 5-4. Arkansas Tech beat
them handedly (26-3). If Harding
had beat HSU, they would now be
7-2 with better wins than Ouachita,
and would therefore be in first place.
Here we are, though, two games
left in the regular season and a
conference championship on the
line. It will not be easy for anyone
this week.
Tech (7-2) is playing SEOSU (6-3)
in Russellville, Arkansas. Ouachita
(7-2) is playing Southern Arkansas
(6-3) in El Dorado, Arkansas.
Harding (6-3) is playing East
Central (2-7) in Searcy. Did I
mention that ECU beat Henderson
State (24-16)? Although I would
never count ECU out of the game,
I think Harding has the edge here.
The game, on Senior day, will be
played in Searcy. While Harding
essentially has an easier matchup
than the teams at the top, it is just
where they need to be.
Harding needs the confidence
for going in the last two games of
the season. Riding their current sixgame win streak, they have learned
how to truly play like a team and
how to overcome adversity.
After this week, if SEOSU,
Southern Arkansas and Harding
win, the GAC will have five teams
tied for first place going in to the
final week of the regular season.
Talk about a race to the finish line.
I have no idea what is going to
happen or how Harding will end
up. Until the clock reaches zero in
the fourth quarter Saturday night,
neither does anyone else. That is
the magic behind college football
in November.

“We have
gone
through
some
adversity
and we are
right where
God wants
us to be.”
-Greg Harris
head coach
AMANDA FLOYD | THE BISON

The Lady Bisons soccer team huddles during a home game at Steven’s soccer complex on Sept. 4, 2015. Since then they
have won two conference championships. The Lady Bisons finished this year 7-8-3 and head to Shawnee, Oklahoma, for
the Great American Conference tournament.

Overcoming injuries for the final games

Women’s soccer learns to rely on each other through trials
EMILY HOOK
class writer

Head coach Greg Harris has coached the
Lady Bisons soccer team for 17 seasons. He
compared this season to a roller coaster ride,
saying there have been many highs and lows,
but the journey has been rewarding.
“Right as the season started, we encountered
injuries that have hindered us throughout the
season,” Harris said. “We didn’t use our injuries
as an excuse, because the ladies learned to step
up in incredible ways and be the student athletes
God made them to be.”
According to Harris, the team is much
healthier and is starting to find their groove
having grown a deeper relationship as a team.
“We have gone through some adversity,
and we are right where God wants us to be,”
Harris said.
Senior midfielder Samantha Jay described her
experience playing soccer as not only physically
demanding, but also mentally, emotionally and
spiritually challenging.
“There have been many things that have
happened this season that have been out of
our control, such as the many injuries our team
has faced,” Jay said. “I know from this season’s
experiences that God has only strengthened us
and is continuously growing us, and we are very
honored to be able to say that he has used the
game of soccer as a part of our growing process.”
EMILY FAULKNER is the head
Even with the end of the season nearing, Jay
sports editor for The Bison. She
said
the team continuously evolves and adapts,
may be contacted at efaulkner@
so
there
is always a continual learning process
harding.edu.

when playing as a team.
“Since training, and now into the season,
I have seen an abundant amount of growth
within the team, especially in confidence,”
Jay said. “When an individual is able to play
confidently and can confidently play with the
team around them on the field, it makes a
world of difference.”
Harris has witnessed that same growth of
confidence within the senior players this season.
“Our seniors have stepped up, and have
helped encourage our team,” Harris said. “As
seniors, they have experienced tough seasons
and successful seasons, and they have used their
experience to help us get through the tough
times of the season, on and off the field.”
Senior forward/ midfielder Rachel Bacon
has been out due to a pulled hamstring. Bacon
was a key player in helping the Lady Bisons
win conference the past two years.
“My injury has made it a very emotional year,”
Bacon said. “It’s given me a new perspective to
the game. I’ve learned not to take your talent
for granted, and it has given me a hunger to
win as the end of season approaches.”
Bacon had never been injured in her soccer
career. She said she has been tested in ways she
never imagined.
“I’d say it has strengthened and tested my
faith in many ways,” Bacon said. “It was a
struggle that I had to overcome and at first
I struggled to see why I would get hurt my
senior season. I had to let go of all doubts. It
has helped deepen my faith in a sense that I
fully have to put my trust in God’s hands and

know that he has a plan.”
Harris has witnessed this team embody
perseverance this season and is very proud of
what they continue to overcome as a group.
“As a coach, I embrace the journey,” Harris
said. “The tough times aren’t always my favorite,
but it is amazing how those times help shape the
character of your team. I love my soccer family;
I love watching them grow and overcome new
challenges; and I love to see them battle through
the tough times to experience the victories.”
Harris said those victories are not always
measured by a winning score, but are victories
in life.
Harris said there is not a day that goes by
that he does not think about his team.
“I love them for their willingness to be a
part of something bigger than themselves,”
Harris said. “I tear up when I watch them
play with the heart and passion they possess.
I want to encourage them and urge them to be
the women of God that they are called to be.”
As for the rest of the season, Harris said he
will continue to push the team to reach their
fullest potential.
“We want to play the rest of our season with
the ability that God has blessed us with,” Harris
said. “I plan to coach, lead and encourage with
the passion that the Lord has given me for my
soccer family and the game of soccer.”
The women’s soccer team will play in their
first game for the Great American Conference
(GAC) tournament against Southwestern
Oklahoma State University on Nov. 2 at 3 p.m.
in Shawnee, Oklahoma.
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Men's soccer
makes

history
STERLING MCMICHAEL| The Bison

Sophomore midfielder Christian Ramos throws the ball in against Southern Nazarene University on Oct. 14. The Bisons won 4-1 and clinched the one
seed with the win.
EMILY FAULKNER
sports editor
The men’s soccer team is hosting the Great
American Conference (GAC) tournament
tonight for the first time in school history.
After clinching the one seed in their win
against Southern Nazarene University
(SNU) on Saturday, Oct. 14, the Bisons
are looking to do something that has never
been done before.
The Harding men’s soccer team is only
17 years old. Last year marked their best
year ever, winning the GAC tournament
for the first time. Having the chance to
win back-to-back, this time at home, is
like a dream, according to senior defender

Aaron Craig.
“We started out really rough this year,
losing our first three games of the season,”
Craig said. “We’ve managed to turn that
around. The hardest thing this year has
been working as a team.”
Never before had Harding beaten Lindenwood in men’s soccer. They did that
Friday, Oct. 20. They had also never tied
with Christian Brothers University, and
they did that Thursday, Oct. 26.
“Coach Jon Ireland is a tough coach, but
he really knows what he’s doing. I would
say the coaching change has really helped
our success the past two years,” Craig said.
“Our ability to come back against adversity
has been one of our biggest strengths. That’s

why we're regular season champs.”
Before Ireland, the Bisons were without a
winning record in all 15 seasons. With such
a change to a program, the men are the ones
who have been stepping up, Ireland said.
“It gave the guys a lot of confidence
last year in that we had our first winning
season. Now they believe that anything is
possible,” Ireland said. “They never quit. The
guys always have a fighting attitude. We’ve
been able to come back from some games
and ended up winning those in over time.”
The team does not have just one stand
alone player, but rather a lot of very talented men, according to Ireland. Sophomore
midfielder Christian Ramos is one who has
been a key player in helping the Bisons to

recent success.
“One of our strengths is our chemistry is
really good,” Ramos said. “We all get along
and that definitely helps us out on the field.”
Ramos was named GAC defensive player
of the week on Oct. 25. Ramos scored two
goals in the win over Lindenwood.
“This year we’re more used to winning.
We’ve just been keeping it up and looking
on improving each time we step out there,”
Ramos said. “We always have something
to prove. People thought we just got lucky
last year in winning it all. This year we just
have to keep proving that it’s not just luck.”
The Bisons will face SNU in their first
game of the GAC tournament tonight at
7 p.m. at home.

Senior spotlight: Lawson Belcher reflects on running career
DUSTIN SCHANDEVEL
asst. sports editor
Senior Lawson Belcher is preparing to
compete in the NCAA Regional Championship cross country race in Kearney,
Nebraska, tomorrow as one of Harding’s
top two runners. Had he not sent an email
four years ago; however, Belcher would not
be in the position he is in today.
Belcher, a graphic design major, grew
up in Keller, Texas, and ran cross country
at Keller High School to be like his older
brother.
“When my brother reached middle school
and could play a sport, he chose cross country and I wanted to follow his footsteps,”
Belcher said. “I tried to do basketball for one
season, and it became evident that it was not
something I should follow, so I stuck with
running. I ran with a bunch of talented guys
in high school and was inspired by them.”
Belcher said he ranked fourth or fifth
on his cross country team during his senior
year. He was not recruited by any schools to
run in college, so he decided to branch out
and contact the school his brother went to.
“My brother went here, so that put Harding on my radar,” Belcher said. “I emailed
head coach Steve Guymon and told him
that I’d like to walk on and run if I could. I
was looking at other schools but Harding
ended up giving me the opportunity to run,

so it was an easy choice for me.”
Guymon said that Belcher earned his
spot on the team but has brought a lot more
than just running to the roster.
“He’s a quiet leader,” Guymon said. “He
doesn’t say much in our meetings, but when
he does, people listen because they know
it’s important. He’ll get on to people but
with a positive attitude. I don’t know if he
can be negative.”
Belcher said he did not excel during his
freshman and sophomore years in college.
Fast forward to senior year, and Belcher
has four Top 10 finishes to his name and
two All-GAC First Team awards. Belcher
said that last summer played a big role in
his success.
“Being a senior, my mindset was that it
was time to chase my dreams and see what
would happen,” Belcher said. “Cross country
is a fun sport but also fair. Whatever you
put into it, that is what you’re going to get
out. It’s more about the fact that I trained
every day in the summer and that is why
I’m succeeding now.”
Junior teammate Josiah Baker said that
Belcher’s teammates will remember him for
how hard he has worked and his consistency
throughout the years.
“Lawson has put in so much work and it’s
clearly paid off,” Baker said. “I think people
will remember how consistently he races.
There’s a lot of really good runners that have

STERLING MCMICHAEL| The Bison

Senior Lawson Belcher earned All-GAC First Team honors after finishing
fourth in the Great American Conference cross country championship in
Magnolia, Arkansas, on Oct. 21 with a time of 26:08.9.
bad races every now and then, but Lawson
is consistent. Everything is there for him.”
After graduation, Belcher, plans to work
with Georgia Pacific in Atlanta, Georgia,
to create packaging design. He said he may
put away his running shoes for a little while
and focus on work and painting, a hobby he
picked up during high school.
“I had a really good teacher in high
school that brought in paints that the school

wouldn’t have been able to afford,” Belcher
said. “I liked the way she taught, and she
built a lot of interest for me in painting. Any
chance I’ve had to paint while at Harding
has been very enjoyable.”
Belcher hopes to finish well in regionals
tomorrow so he can reach his biggest goal
— qualifying for nationals. The national
championship race will take place on Saturday, Nov. 18 at 9 a.m. in Evansville, Indiana.

HARDING
ATHLETES’
VIEWS ON
POP CULTURE

Michael Cendrick
football

What is your favorite part of
November?

Christmas
music starts
playing again.

Kaci Mason

cheerleader

men's basketball

Football, family
time and food!

Thanksgiving
dinner when all
the family
gets together.

No shave
November.

Sweet potato
casserole and
football.

My social
club would be
Spartans.

Thigh Clappa
Clappa.

Beta Rho
Omega, aka
B.R.O.

Lambda Iota
Delta Apha Delta,
Tau because it is
D.A.D. club.
L.I.T.

If you tried out for “The
Voice,” what song would
you sing?

“How Far I'll Go”
from “Moana.”

What is the biggest
struggle for a freshman?

Grant Fitzough
football

women's basketball

If you made a social club
on campus, what would
you call it?

“Boyfriend” by
Justin Bieber.

Garrett Sanderson Amanda Kearney

I would sing

“Gravity” by John

Mayer while
playing the piano.

Finding new
Figuring out how to
Living life without friends, and not
get everything done
using all your DCB in little time and with
your mom.
little sleep.
in the first month.

“Getcha Head
in the Game” by “Replay” by Iyaz.
Troy Bolton.

Waking up
for class.

Living life without
your dad.
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The final installment of the Generation of Change series about young adults
BISON STAFF

Alumnus Ryan Gibbons is
the pastor of First Christian
Church in Searcy. He graduated from Harding in 1992
and said that since his time as
a student, he has seen college
students start to ask a lot more
questions.
“(Millennials) seem to have
a growing dissatisfaction with
what has been preached versus
what has been acted out in
front of them,” Gibbons said.
“(They) have questions, but I
don’t feel like they have room
to ask them … we’re seeing a
willingness (in them) to step
outside of the box to seek out a
place that is more in line with
their beliefs. They’re not content
to sit in a pew and look at the
back of someone’s head.”
According to research
compiled in a volume titled
“Churches of Christ in the
United States,” attendance in
churches of Christ has been
steadily declining nationwide
since the mid-1990s, especially
in Arkansas between 2012 and
2015. Research conducted by
the Percept Group of Searcy’s
demographics and religious

preferences has shown that
most of these leaving the
church are young adults; and
in Searcy, this generation ––
the millennials –– account for
32 percent of the population.
They also tend to live on the
west side of the city.
For approximately 10 years,
College Church of Christ has
been aware of this statistic,
and in response has planned a
church plant on the west side
of Searcy.
According to Todd Gentry,
campus minister for College
Church of Christ, the church
raised $10,000 to begin the plant.
Approximately 30 members
from various Searcy congregations have come together
to envision what it will look
like. It will be named Living
Way Church of Christ and will
open in January 2018.
Among the team members
are Dean of the College of
Education Donny Lee, Director of Public Safety Craig
Russell, and bookstore and
Heritage Inn Manager David
Hall. They said the main goal
is to include millennials in
Searcy who are unaffiliated
with Harding.

“We want people to walk
in there and feel instantly at
home, to feel like they belong,
like it’s just right. That’s what
we’re trying to create,” Lee said.
“I think that’s what millennials
are looking for –– they want to
be a part of something that’s
worthwhile on Tuesday as well
as Sunday.”
Research conducted by the
Pew Research center has also
shown a growth in the number
of religiously unaffiliated people
within the U.S. from 8 percent
in the 1980s to 20 percent by
2012. Most of those people
comprise the millennial generation and consider themselves
religious or spiritual, but have
decided not to attend religious

“When all is said and
done and this church
begins and blooms,
it’s going to be very
diverse. It’ll look very
different, from other
churches here in town,
even other Churches
of Christ.
-Donny Lee
dean of the College of
Education

congregations.
“A lot of people do not feel
connected, welcomed, valued,
so regardless of what this looks
like, regardless of the actions
that take place inside or outside, that is something that I
hope everyone will realize,”
Hall said. “The problem I see
is that there are a lot of people
out there that feel alone even
inside of a group, even inside
of a church building. We want
to remedy that.”
Russell said his main concern
is the population of young adults
in Searcy that does not attend
any church. Because of this, the
church planting group made
an effort to take the opinions
of millennials into account by
including them in the church
planting team.
“Of course, there are a lot
of college students here (in
Searcy); but in addition to
college students, there are a
lot of young families that are
in their early to mid-thirties,”
Russell said. “At this point
we’re not a church –– we’re a
planting team. We’re already
starting to feel that family
bond, a very cross-generational
bond and we hope that we can

replicate that or scale that to
a larger group.”
Gibbons said he has noticed
a change in the worldview of
college students during his
time as a pastor, and he believed millennials search for
transparency in people and
church members.
“(Millennials) are looking
for honesty and integrity and
a faith that they can touch,”
Gibbons said. “They want to be
taken seriously. I think young
people are really looking to hear
from and learn from a variety
of different voices.”
The church planting team
agrees that Living Way Church
of Christ will be a unique addition to Searcy. According to
Lee, the church is expected to
be successful in reaching the
millennials of Searcy.
“When all is said and done
and this church begins and
blooms, it’s going to be very
diverse,” Lee said. “It’ll look
ver y different from other
churches here in town, even
other Churches of Christ.
That’s our vision.”
This is the third and f inal
installment of the “Generation
of Change” series.

‘There’s nothing provocative about that’
The first installment of ‘The M-Word’ series about modesty culture
SARAH DIXON
head copy editor

Wh

at is

Mo d e s t y ?

“I think one of the most hurtful questions that people have asked me about
my rape was what I was wearing, as if
it would have any kind of implications
on whether or not or to what degree it
was okay.”
Director of Academic Resources
Stephanie O’Brian sat in her office
filled with colorful wall-hangings and
pictures of loved ones. In the corner
was a stack of posters, the one on
top reading, “Rape: Consent is Not a
Blurred Line.” These posters were used
to promote Harding’s first-ever Sexual
Assault Awareness Week in April of
2017.
“It is a victim blaming question,”
O’Brian said, “and for the record I was
wearing jeans and a hoodie the night I
was raped. There’s nothing provocative
about that. No matter what, even if you
do dress ‘provocatively,’ you’re not asking
for it. I view (dress) as an expression
of self. I also think that as a woman,
I should not be held accountable for
a man’s thoughts, and if they cannot
control their thoughts and their lust,
then that’s on them.”
The belief that a woman is responsible for a man’s thoughts is a
common one in Christian culture,
according to O’Brian. This starts
with teaching young children in
churches and homes about what
it means to be male and female,
beginning with modesty.
Graphic by DARRIAN BAGLEY

Modesty, from the Latin root modestus means “keeping within measure,” and
according to Merriam-Webster is defined
as “propriety in dress, speech, or conduct.”
According to Dr. Beth Wilson, a recently-retired professor in Harding’s Family
and Consumer Science Department, men
and women respond differently to what
they see, making modesty a critical topic.
Wilson taught family relationships among
other courses at Harding and works with
Hope Cottage, a local shelter for women
and children who are survivors of domestic
abuse.
“I think women have a responsibility to
be sure that they are not dressing in such
a way that just the visual image starts the
attraction sexually,” Wilson said.
O’Brian said some Christian teachings
of modesty reflect a mindset in which
women must protect men from lusting
after their bodies. During interviews with
8- and 9-year-olds at Harding Academy,
female students were asked what modesty
meant to them.
“You don’t exactly have to dress nice,
you just don’t wear things too short, like
almost up to your waist,” third-grade
student Maddie said.
While some students did not understand
why they should not wear certain clothing,
they each had clear boundaries on what
they considered appropriate dress.
“I don’t really know what (modesty)
means, but I would say wear shorts 3 inches
above the knee and a T-shirt, short-sleeved,”
third-grade student Shelby said. “Just make
sure that it isn’t showing too much.”
According to O’Brian, there are a few

key Biblical passages that Christians use
to teach modesty, such as Proverbs 31
and its description of a virtuous woman:
“Charm is deceptive, and beauty is fleeting; but a woman who fears the Lord is to
be praised.” O’Brian also mentioned the
phrase “stumbling block” that is often used
to refer to women dressed inappropriately.
“Well I think that both men and women
can be a stumbling block. I think dress is a
part of that,” Wilson said. “We can’t control
how others respond. But we can honestly
look at what we’re wearing and what we’re
doing and the image that is being portrayed
so we each have to be accountable. If it
causes our brother or sister to stumble in
any way then it is a problem.”
Wilson said she believes the issue has
gotten out of control in today’s society
and added she did not often “see much
immodest dress among the young men.”
Like the Harding Academy students, Wilson
described her personal parameters when it
comes to clothing and said that she tries to
instill these in her female students.
“I look at modesty from a Biblical standpoint, and to me I think it’s not exactly
what you wear,” Wilson said. “But you
know, we are supposed to reflect Christ,
and so I think it goes beyond what I might
call provocative apparel. I think any time
that we draw attention to ourselves, I don’t
think that’s a reflection of what we’re called
on to do. I hope modesty causes people to
see the inner qualities rather than just my
outward appearance.”
This is the f irst installment of “The M
Word” series. The second will appear in the
next edition of The Bison, on stands Nov. 10.

From actor to director, telling stories through theater
ALLY PARRETT
student writer

Senior Kara Treadwell started
her theater career on stage, but
has found her niche in directing.
Currently Treadwell is directing
three productions in Searcy with a
fourth starting in November.
“For me, I think theater is a
mission, and you should walk away
viewing your own life,” Treadwell
said. “There should be layers. You
should consider all the different
storylines within the storyline and
think about how you treat people.”
Treadwell said she can trace her
love for acting and directing back
to shows she put on at home with
her siblings. The moment she knew
this was her calling, however, was
in her senior year of high school
during a production of “Freak,” the
first show she directed alone. The
show provided a message of hope

to people with suicidal thoughts
and depression, and Treadwell said
every English class in her school
came to watch it.
“It was the moment when I
realized this right here, this inspiration, this coming together
as a group and putting together
something that changes people’s
lives, is something I want to do,”
Treadwell said. “It’s one thing to
have comedic timing and make
an audience laugh. It’s another to
do a character so realistically that
everyone can take something away
from it. That’s something that I love
doing — making you see yourself.”
As president of Campus Players, Treadwell is directing the play
“Cagebirds,” which will run Nov.
9 through Nov. 11 in the Reynolds
Recital Hall. Tickets are $5, and
attendees are encouraged to donate
to Partners Against Trafficking
Humans (PATH).

Treadwell also works with Kids’
Stage at Center on the Square in
Searcy. Treadwell said she has directed consistently for the program
since her freshman year.
Gabe White, a seventh grader
at Harding Academy, has been in
multiple shows directed by Treadwell
including her current show “Dear
Chuck.”
“(Treadwell) is easy-going.
She’s not too strict, which is a
good thing,” White said. “But she
can be if she needs to be.”
W hite said Treadwell has
given him the freedom to take on
the roles of characters completely
unlike himself.
“I want to do something more
than recite the lines,” White said.
“You get to act different and I think
memorizing lines helps my brain.”
Wendy Neill, one of the new
creative executive directors for Center
on the Square, like Treadwell, said
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Senior Kara Treadwell directs play practice Oct. 31 at Center
on the Square in Searcy. This is one of four productions
Treadwell will direct this semester.
she believes in the mission of theater.
Having been an actress at Center
on the Square since 2010, Neill said
she decided to take on this position
because she believes in what it does
for the actors.

“I love this theater, and I wanted
to see it continue. I love what it does
for the kids,” Neill said. “It makes
them comfortable in front of people,
it helps them express themselves
and it helps with self-confidence.”
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‘Stranger Things’ season two review and thoughts from directors
KENDRA CHRISTOPHER
student writer
The second season of the Netflix original series “Stranger
Things” was just released — with perfect timing before
Halloween. Brothers Matt and Ross Duffer co-wrote
nine new episodes and conducted “Beyond Stranger
Things” in which they detail the production of the show
alongside the producers and actors. Warning: spoilers.
Watch this after you binge “Stranger Things.”
The series picks up where season one ended: diving into
the main characters’ personalities and relationships and
giving an in-depth view into the alternate world referred
to by the characters as the “Upside-down.”
The visual effects and cinematic scenes improved with
this new season, as the show grew from a practical look
to a digital vision.
“We knew the visual effects were going to be a way
more essential part,” executive producer and director

Shawn Levy said in “Beyond Stranger Things.” “We
upgraded from just one part-time special effects designer
to a full time special effects team.”
In the f irst season, viewers see the characters for
who they are at the surface, but in season two, fans get
personal insights into their perspectives caused by their
traumatic experiences.
Eleven’s powers no longer come as a surprise, but
viewers are shown the full extent of their reach. Steve
develops from an 80s jock into a likeable leader, and
Will continues to deal with the consequences of his
past endeavors.
“For a while it was like Steve was the king of everything,” Ross Duffer said in “Beyond Stranger Things.”
“But then people realize how he has his own struggles,
and can be an outsider in his world.”
The relationships planted in the first season intensify
and get audiences emotionally involved. The whole season
brings a range of emotions from anticipation and fear to

laughter and surprise.
The Duffer brothers also add new, characters that
further enhance the dynamic of an already stacked
cast. Sean Astin, who played Samwise Gamgee in the
“Lord of the Rings” films, plays Joyce’s boyfriend Bob,
and turned out to be a better character than the writers
had anticipated.
“I didn’t want to get rid of Bob,” Matt Duffer said
in “Beyond Stranger Things.” “I loved the extra flare he
added to the show.”
“Stranger’s Things” is one of those Netflix originals
that’s very hard to look away from, and makes it almost
impossible to stop watching. It’s a thrilling, grabbing and
exceptionally improving series that the writers hope to
continue with “at least a few more seasons.”
“Stranger Things’” slow-building sophomore season
balances moments of humor and a nostalgic sweetness
against a growing horror that’s all the more effective,”
Rotten Tomatoes critics consensus said.

Searcy to host 1st Friday Art Nights monthly
KENDALL CARWILE
student writer

Tonight, some of Searcy’s favorite local art
studios will participate in 1st Friday Art Nights.
The participating studios will stay open two hours
longer than their normally scheduled hours.
According to Searcy.com, this will give
residents the “opportunity to come by and see
what they are doing in the way of supporting
the arts.”
AJ’s Art Studio, located on Arch Avenue,
is participating. Owner Audra Jones said her
studio offers a variety of services, including art
classes, kid’s parties and custom pet portraits.
Jones is excited about the community involvement
through the 1st Friday Art Nights.
“I can’t share my love of art and creativity
MACY PATE The Bison
AJ’s Art Studio is participat- without the community,” Jones said.
Jones said she would love to use art to impact
ing in Searcy’s 1st Friday Art
the community in a positive way.
Nights.

“Meeting new people and sharing what I
love is amazing,” Jones said. “Art is a great
stress-reliever and a wonderful way to express
yourself, for both kids and adults.”
The Stevens Art Gallery in Harding’s art
building will also be participating. The gallery
includes pieces from students, faculty and
alumni, and some are for sale.
Senior graphic design major Rachel Gibson
has a piece displayed in the Stephens Art Gallery
titled “See you tomorrow, Compadres.”
“It is about how friendship doesn’t occur in
a vacuum — the shocked faces of my friends
represent a view into the future,” Gibson said.
“Time is weird in the way that it takes time to
foster and grow relationships, but time can also
be a factor that can help drift apart if effort is
forgotten.”
According to Gibson, the involvement of
Searcy’s community with the Harding community is very important for growth.

“I am very excited about new opportunities
for students to be a part of the Searcy art community,” Gibson said. “It’s a great opportunity to
learn from others and grow as an artist and as a
person wanting to be involved in a community.”
Senior art major Abigail Wilmsen emphasized the importance of the event to Searcy’s
community.
“Anytime a community takes interest in
their art, it is a place of growth,” Wilmsen said.
“Art is a way of showing what kind of place a
community is. It’s an expression of who we
are as people.”
Wilmsen encouraged all to attend.
1st Friday Art Nights will take place every
first Friday of the month starting on Nov. 3.
Other business participating include: Make.
do, Glass From the Past, Think Idea Studio,
Fran’s Art and Frame, The Artistry, Searcy Art
Gallery, Gallery 803, Kibo Midnight Oil and
Glenn Pollard Studio.

Students pay tribute to AOL Instant Messenger
MAGGIE MCDOWELL
student writer
America Online (AOL) integrated a
new messaging system into AOL Desktop
software called AOL Instant Messenger
(AIM). Since May 1997, AIM served as
a communication platform for teenagers
and adults alike. In today’s age of multiple
social media platforms, however, AIM has
fallen to the wayside in favor of user-friendly
messaging platforms. According to businessinsider.com, usage of AIM dropped
73 percent from January 2011 to January
2012. This comes as no surprise to several
former users of AIM.
“I used to use AIM to chat with my
friends about Runescape when I was around

7 or 8 years old,” junior Doster Cohen effective means of communication.
said. “I didn’t have much experience with
“I think that the reason most people
it since by the time I was older, Facebook have switched to things like texting to
Messenger and other
communicate is that texting
social media had come
is a much more reliable
around, and I honestly
way to send messages,”
can’t believe that AIM
Paden said.
is still around. It blows
Joanna Lemmons, admy mind.”
ministrative assistant to
Junior Taylor Paden
the deans in the Office of
also recalls using AIM
Student Life, began using
when she was younger,
AIM in middle school, but
primarily to “pester her
primarily used it in college.
friends when she saw
“We didn’t get Facebook
that they were online.”
until my sophomore year
Paden also attributes
of college,” Lemmons said.
AIM’s demise to the rise
We didn’t have smart
REST IN PEACE “phones.
of different and more
You could do

A Walk To
Remember

Interactive database features
search engine for memorial bricks
BAYLEE HEDDEN
student writer

1997 - 2017

F i nd i ng com memor at iv e ma rk er s suc h
as plaques or bricks on
Harding’s campus has
been made easier, due to
an online system called
Ha rd ing Remembers,
developed by the Brackett
Library. The service boasts
a searchable database and
an interactive campus
map.
With the help of many
library employees and student workers, what began
as a small idea became a
reality that is now up and
running on the Harding
website for all to use.
Library director Jean
Waldrop said the idea
blossomed from numerous
requests for assistance in
finding a brick or plaque
commemorating relatives
on the Harding campus.
The next step was locating and photographing
all of the commemorative
markers around campus
and putting them into

video chat, but you had to have a separate
webcam and it was a complicated process
that usually didn’t have great connectivity …
AIM was the first time you could really be
in constant contact with someone without
really being with them.”
Lemmons, who has not used AIM since
2008, credits the messenger with having
cultivated her best friend while in college.
She said that having a platform of constant
communication helped them become such
good friends.
AIM, while an important piece of
technology, has been passed up by more
effective platforms. However, this way of
communicating will always be remembered
by the people who used it in its prime as a
benchmark for future platforms.

an online system. This
involved creating grids
and other systems used
on the website.
“The most challenging
thing was f iguring out
the naming convention,”
systems librarian, Brenda
Breezeel said. “So we’ve
had many conversations,
because you can’t just
take a picture in order to
tie everything together,
you’ve got to have identifying characteristics.
So we created a system.”
The next step in the
project is to further hone
in on visuals and pictures,
in order to show where
certain bricks are. The
ser v ice is specif ica l ly
necessary due to the Lily
Pool, which consists of
500 bricks.
Senior and assistant
systems librarian CJ Wilson, who had a big hand
in mak ing the project
possible, said he likes that
it makes it easy for people

to find plaques and bricks
that they might be associated with in some way.
According to the libra rians and st udents
involved, they’ve received
positive feedback and
are excited to see their
creation come alive.
“It’s the connections,
that connection to Harding that people have,”
archives and special connections librarian, Hannah Wood said. For some
people, they graduate and
they never come back,
but now they can maybe
touch something that was
theirs or has their family’s
name on it. It’s a way to
reconnect with Harding
and be part of that greater
Harding community. For
me, it’s a greater outreach
to the Harding community.”
To access Ha rd ing
Remembers, go online
to harding.edu/library/
hu-remembers.
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